
 

 

Missionary Letters 
December 2010 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4808 Tallmadge Road 
Rootstown, OH  44272 

330-325-7174 
www.GraceChurchRootstown.com 

 
 
 

http://www.gracechurchrootstown.com/


 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
December  2010 

 

Dear Pastor and Church family, 

We had a great Thanksgiving, with most of our family, and now the soon coming celebration of the birth of our Savior. It is a time 

ƻŦ ƳƛȄŜŘ ŜƳƻǘƛƻƴǎΦ ²Ŝ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǾƛǎƛǘƛƴƎ ŀ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǘƘŀǘ Ǉǳǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ǇŀƎŜŀƴǘ ƻƴ ƭŀǎǘ ƴƛƎƘǘΧƛǘ was great. Children 

seem to help you visualize the reality of Christ coming as a babe and the helplessness that our Savior allowed himself to come, to 

ŀ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƻŦ ǎƛƴƴŜǊǎ ƛƴ ƴŜŜŘ ƻŦ ŀ ǎŀǾƛƻǊΦ ¢Ƙŀǘ ǿƘƻƭŜ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ƳƛȄŜŘ ŜƳƻǘƛƻƴǎ Χ ǿƘŀǘ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ DƻŘ ǿŜ ǎŜǊǾŜΦ 

We have had an ŜȄŎƛǘƛƴƎ ǘǿƻ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻƴ ŘŜǇǳǘŀǘƛƻƴΧΦǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƳŀŘŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ 

churches and the privilege of sharing our burden. We praise the Lord that over 60 some churches (so far) have partnered with our 

work. We only have a couple more churches to share our ministry in and then will begin the process of moving. Next comes the 

shipping of our goods, wrapping up the renewal of our passports and searching for the best prices for our tickets to fly back to 

!ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΧǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ the exciting part as well as the scary part. What I mean is getting everything we need over there 

including ourselves.  

²Ŝ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭƭ ƻǳǊ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǾŀƭǳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦{ ŘƻƭƭŀǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŀŘƻǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǇ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀŘŜ ƛƴ !ǳǎǘǊŀlia 

they are predicting, very soon, that the utilities are going to increase some 5 times its present level (they have already doubled). 

As well they are telling us that the Australian dollar is going to be valued 20% higher then ours. These next couple of months are 

going to tell us whether we can leave on schedule. We had hoped that we could leave in March and maybe I just feel under 

pressure to go because it has been ǘǿƻ ȅŜŀǊǎΧōǳǘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŎƻǳƴǎŜƭŜŘ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƭŜǾŜƭΦ 

Another hurdle would be we need your help with the cost of this move. I know without a doubt in my mind that these are 

ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭƭȅ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ǘƛƳŜǎΧΦǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘȅ ŘŜǇǳǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ƭƻƴƎŜǊΣ ōǳǘ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǿƘŜƴ ƛǎ ƻǳǊ DƻŘ ǊŜǎǘǊƛŎǘŜŘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ Ǝƻƛƴg 

through some difficult timesΧǘhat is when we can prove His faithfulness.   

!ǎ ǿŜ ŜƴǘŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƎƻƻŘƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ [ƻǊŘ ƛƴ ǾŜǊȅ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǿŀȅǎΧΦΦǘƘŜ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ 

letter is to thank you for being used by Him in providing our needs as we have traveled thousands of miles throughout the States 

preaching His word while sharing with you what we believe the Lord wants us to do in Australia. Thank you for your sacrificial 

giving and stepping out by faith to help us carry the Gospel, together, to the land Down Under. May the Lord give you a personal, 

intimate, close and loving Christmas this year. 

 

 

{ŜǊǾƛƴƎ Lƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ [ƻǾŜ 

Ron & Vicki Letts 

Your missionaries to Australia 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Dr. Ken and Amy Lowe             

ABWE Portugal       2010 Annual Report 

Avenida de Lisboa, Lote 74, 5D   E-mail: Kenlowe@abwe.cc 

2605-005 Casal de Cambra, Portugal   Telephone: 011-351-21-983-2862 

       Website: www.kenlowe.wordpress.com 

 

 

 

1. Ministry Assignment  

The graphic on the right illustrates the strategic outlook of our 
life. The principle goal of our lives is to glorify God in all that we do. 
How do we practice this in our lives and ministry? The scope of this 
report is to demonstrate how we glorify God in our ministry.  

Our ministry is divided into three main areas.  

The first area of ministry is leadership of the Ramada 
Baptist church as lead church planter. The second area of 
ministry is leadership of The Leadership Development Group (GDL). 
The third area is general mission responsibilities with ABWE.     

2. Major Ministry Goals from 2010 

Progress (m = much, s = some, n = none, d = dropped) by each goal. 

1. Help two students complete the GDL graduate program. M ς Beto is completing his last course and 
should be finished by the end of January.  
  

2. Lead Ramada in the direction to call national leadership - S 
a. Review church constitution ς D ς This was moved to 2011.  
b. Organize a church training program ς M ς  

Á Sunday school classes were organized.  
Á A leadership class was started on Wednesday nights. The men studied the book of Acts 

and the Pauline Epistles.   
c. Preach through 2 Corinthians ς M - completed 

d. Supervise the internships of Tiago Bugalho (M) and Jeff and Megan Kliewer (S). Tiago´s 
internship will finish at the end of January. He has been added by the church as a paid worker. 
Jeff and Megan Kliewer will be arriving in June to begin their internship.  

 
3. Teach 1 Corinthians for GDL Advanced level. ς M ς The teaching was completed. The students are now 

doing their post-course work.   

3. Major Ministry Goals for 2011ς These goals will be divided into three different areas that reflect our strategic 
ministry areas.  

RAMADA BAPTIST CHURCH 

mailto:Kenlowe@abwe.cc


1. Review and update the Constitution 
2. Preach through Ecclesiastes 
3. Oversee the development of Tiago and Melissa Bugalho in the church 
4. Integrate Jeff and Megan Kliewer into the ministry team 
5. Develop a male leadership team for the church 
6. Develop a church website. 

GDL (The Leadership Development Group) 

 1.    Develop a GDL Website. 

 2.    Double the number of students in the Advanced Level (from 6 to 12). 

3.    Finish Members Level Resources ς The following resources will be made available to churches. These are not 

courses taught by GDL , but are courses made available to local churches for their educational needs.  

o 2 Booklets ς  
Á Basic Doctrines.  
Á Biblical Principles of Baptist Churches 

o Christian Life 
o Personal Evangelism (Good Soil)  
o Methods of Bible Study 
o Genesis 1-11  
o Introduction to the Old Testament  
o Introduction to the New Testament  
o Family Life  

 

4.    Present two Modules ς This year GDL will present two graduate level modules and two Greek courses.  

  A. Teaching ς Beyond a Lecture 

  B. Advanced Homiletics. 

  C. Greek Grammar 2 

  D. Greek Exegesis 2 

 

MISSIONS  

These are goals in relationship to our responsibilities as ABWE missionaries that do not fall into the 
other two categories.  There are two specific areas that necessitate attention at this level.  

1. Mission Internship ς This year we will be supervising the missionary internship of Jeff and Megan 
Kliewer. This young couple will be arriving in June and working with the Ramada Baptist church in a 
mission internship. They will be serving in Portugal for nine months. This is the first couple that will be 
processed through our Portugal Field Council Internship program.   

2. TEACh ς Ken has been asked to lead a new committee for ABWE in Western Europe. This committee 
is called the Theological Education Advancement Committee (TEACh). This committee is made up of 5 
men (some American and some European). They will be meeting with the purpose of developing 
resources for theological education for ABWE fields in Western Europe.  
 

4. Ministry Encouragements and Discouragements This Past Year 

Discouragements: 



This year we felt the absence of Brian and Laurie Dix and Gil and Denise Thomas. Both couples were 
close friends and advisors. These have not been replaced and at times we struggle in needing others to 
help and give counsel.  

Encouragements: 

1. Ramada called Tiago Bugalho as a worker in the church and will be paying him 400 euros a month.  

2. The church was able to replace its roof. This has been an ongoing problem for the church and it was 

completed this year.  

3. The church did not grow numerically but it did grow in its development of leadership. The church also 

transitioned very well with Brian and Laurie Dix leaving, Jeff and Jenny Thomas entering, Ken taking leadership 

of the church and Tiago entering into the leadership team.  

4. Jeff and Jenny have been an encouragement to us and our church.   

5. Family Update 

 Our family continues to mature and grow. This year Ken and Amy will celebrate 22 years of marriage 
and 13 years of service in Portugal. Here is a brief update on each child.  

 Brian ς He is a good worker and has a good mind for business. He loves to work and save money. He 
loves to make people laugh. He helps with Sunday school and Jr. church with the 5-9 year olds. 

 Hannah ς She sings in the worship team. She and Brian help with the games and skits at youth group. 
Drawing, painting, making jewelry and crafts are her hobbies. She is also a social butterfly. 

 Rafael ς Playing soccer is keeping him busy 3 nights a week and Saturday afternoons. He takes 
attendance and records it at church.  

 Estefania ς She has started piano lessons and is doing well. Reading, playing with friends, cooking and 
ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ 5{ ŀǊŜ ƘŜǊ ƘƻōōƛŜǎΦ {ƘŜ ƘŜƭǇǎ ŎƭŜŀƴ ǳǇ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ ƴƛƎƘǘ ά{ƻǳǇΣ {ŀƴŘǿƛŎƘŜǎ ŀƴŘ {ǘǳŘƛŜǎέŀǘ 
church. 

¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ŀƭƭ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǿŜƭƭ ƛƴ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΦ ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŀŘ н ǇŀǊǘƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƎǊŀŘŜǎΗ !ƭƭ !Ωǎ ŀƴŘ .ΩǎΗ  

6. Summary of Prayer Requests.  

1. Pray for the Ramada Baptist church as it continues to go through transition. There will be more transition this 

year as Tiago Bugalho gains more experience and leadership.  

2. Pray for the church to evangelize more. The church needs to reach new people and expand its ministry into 

new neighborhoods.  

3. Pray for Ken as he leads the leadership training ministry (GDL). He needs to continue developing this ministry 

as it continues to be a resource for local churches. 

4. Pray for Jeff and Megan Kliewer as they prepare to minister in Portugal starting in June.  

5. Pray for the TEACh committee as it plans to meet in Lisbon, May 3-4.  



6. Pray for our family as it continues to grow and develop. 

Thank you so much for your faithful prayer ŀƴŘ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǳǎ ƛƴ tƻǊǘǳƎŀƭΦ 

Praise God for what He has done! 

 



 


